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Preface

With great pleasure we are publishing the Proceedings of the International Symposium on Reproduction

of Marine Life which was held here in February, 2009.

The Symposium, entitled “Birth of New Life! Investigating the Mysteries of Reproduction” was hosted
by the Ocean Expo Commemorative Foundation (currently Okinawa Churashima Foundation) which
manages the Ocean Expo Park with the Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium, and the Shurijo Castle Park, both
belonging to the National Government Park System. We received many visitors for an average of 2.67
million visitors per year, and in fiscal year 2007 we recorded a total of over 3 million visitors for the first

time.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all the researchers who contributed to this Proceedings
volume, travelling such a long way to attend the Symposium in Okinawa, and then writing their

contributions for publication here.

We have already held three International Symposia, entitled “Elasmobranch Studies, Present Achievement
and Future Advancement” in 2004; “Recent Advances in Cetology and Sirenology” in 2006; and “Into the
Unknown, Researching Mysterious Deep-sea Animals” in 2007. However, during those Symposia,
mostly ecological and field studies in the coral reefs and open oceans were discussed. Thus, for this
Symposium, we chose the leading characters to be Reproductive Biology especially on the captive
reproduction in aquarium researches. Concerning marine wildlife, and especially large-sized marine life,

there are still many unknowns, and too many mysteries yet to be solved!

We can only make long-term studies of the physiology and ecology of many marine animals by keeping
them in captivity. At the symposium, our Symposium participants actively discussed a wide range of
subjects concerning reproduction, and especially, included in their discussions the role of aquariums to

promote and develop studies of the reproductive biology.

20 August 2013

Mr. Yoshiya lguchi
Director, Okinawa Churashima Research Center

Okinawa Churashima Foundation
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